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1313 August 18, 1869 

Further with reference to plague on the steamship Mppon Mitru. 
[See Public Health Kepobts, No. 28, July 14, 1899.] 

San Francisco Quarantine Station, 

Angel Island, Gal., July 28, 1899. 

Sir : In confirmation of my telegrams of June 27 and June 28, et seq., 
I have the honor to report further on the steamship Nippon Maru, which 
arrived at this port from Hongkong via Japanese ports and Honolulu. 
It appears from the reports of Sanitary Inspector Eldridge, dated from 
Yokohama, that the vessel was held in quarantine for seven days at 
Nagasaki on account of a death occurring among the Chinese steerage 
on May 26, two days before arrival at the latter place. The examina- 
tion conducted by the quarantine authorities, demonstrated the cause 
of death to be bubonic plague. The cabin and steerage passengers 
were removed to the quarantine station, and there given a bath. 

The effects of the steerage were disinfected. After seven days deten- 
tion the vessel was discharged from quarantine, on June 3, and pro- 
ceeded to Yokohama. The sanitary inspector reports, "I have some 
doubts as to this case having been of an infectious nature, but whether 
so or not the measures seem to have been such as to render any special 
precautions here unnecessary." 

On June 15, three days before arrival at Honolulu, another death 
occurred in the steerage. In this instance it was a Chinese adult. The 
diagnosis of the ship's surgeon was uremic convulsions. The body was 
embalmed and brought to Honolulu. The port physician, Dr. Day, in 
company with Surgeon Carmichael, made the examination of the body, 
a report of which has already been furnished the Bureau. 

The bacteriological examination conducted by Dr. Alvarez demon- 
strated both by culture and inoculation experiments the bacillus of 
plague. 

The second case occurring on the vessel after disinfection, was due to 
either a long period of incubation, twelve days, or to imperfect method 
of disinfection, I am unable to determine which. On the vessel's arri- 
val at Honolulu, a Japanese woman, aged 29, was found to be ill with 
what appeared to the port physician to be cerebral hemorrhage, due 
in all probability to specific origin. The case had been ill (I think it 
was stated) for a day before arrival at Honolulu. 

The port physician would not remove the case to the quarantine hulk 
Columbia, although destined for Honolulu. The reason stated was, that 
on account of the precarious condition the removal would only hasten 
the fatal termination. Death occurred two days out from San Fran- 
cisco ; the body buried at sea. 

The vessel was kept in strict quarantine at Honolulu for four days, 
after which time she departed for San Francisco. Surgeon Carmichael 
recommended that the vessel be held and disinfected, but this was not 
acceded to. 

The conditions on board were not encouraging, due in most part to 
the lack of discipline, so much so, that almost all the cabin passengers 
were in a state of panic. At the captain's request, 3 physicians 
among the cabin passengers volunteered to aid the ship's surgeon in 
disinfecting the steerage compartments, as recommended by the port 
physician. This was done as well as could be under the circumstances, 
but was not in my opinion efficient. 

On the morning of June 27 the vessel arrived and was boarded by 
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Dr. Mathewson and myself. On making examination of the ship's 
papers, particularly those of the ship's surgeon, nothing was found 
that had any bearing on the cases of illness, occurring during the voy- 
age, nor could an intelligible verbal statement be obtained. There were 
no clinical histories recorded, nor were temperatures recorded. 

In view of these facts, and that 2 cases of bubonic plague had occurred 
en route, and that a case had occurred at Honolulu — about which there 
was a doubt as to the cause of death — I deemed it wise to order the 
vessel in quarantine. 

On inspection, I found all well on board. The number on board as 
per ship's papers was : Cabin passengers, 55 ; European steerage, second 
cabin, 6 ; steerage, Japanese, 32 ; steerage, Chinese, 106 ; stowaways, 2 ; 
crew, 176; total, 377. 

The vessel was ordered to anchor on the lee of the island, about 1} 
miles from shore, in order to facilitate the landing of the passengers 
and crew. At 5 p. m. the customs established a guard about the vessel 
by means of a launch, 4 men being on watch. This was maintained 
throughout the vessel's detention. 

The cabin passengers were landed on June 27 and their effects disin- 
fected. On June 28 the steerage and as many of the crew as could be 
spared from the vessel were removed to the station, bathed, and their 
effects disinfected. 

On removal of the steerage and crew, 7 Japanese were found who 
were not accounted for by the ship's officers. On investigation it was 
learned that these had only been known to the European officers since 
the embarkation of the crew began. These men were stowaways who 
had been hidden in the coal bunkers. I strongly suspect that some of 
the subalterns were cognizant of their presence and connived at their 
concealment. 

Late in the afternoon of the 28th it was reported in the San Francisco 
papers that the bodies of 2 Japanese had been found near the Gate, 
evidently drowned. A life preserver was on each body, marked with 
the vessel's name. 

On inquiry of the stowaways I obtained from 3 of these, independent of 
one another, the following history : Since it was known that all persons 
were to be landed, the stowaways, at the connivance of the crew, were 
to escape from the ship by swimming ashore. They were informed that 
if they were found on the ship the officers would return them to Japan. 
So at 3 o'clock on the morning of the 28th they donned life belts pre- 
paratory to jumping overboard. Watching their opportunity, 2 made 
the attempt while the others gave it up. 

All these stowaways were in good health, partaking of a full meal on 
the evening of the 27th. The bodies of the drowned Japanese fell into 
the hands of the city authorities who alleged that these cases died or 
were infected with bubonic plague. The announcement was made only 
after twelve hours examination. Fortunately I obtained a preparation 
made from a culture from the glands from these cases and found it not 
to resemble that of the plague. After removal of all the textile fabrics 
to the station the vessel was taken to the Omaha and there disinfected. 

After the completion of disinfection on June 29, a new crew being 
provided, the vessel was given pratique to proceed and discharge cargo. 

Upon the owners' request, and Bureau approval, the crew and 9 stow- 
aways were put on board after the vessel loaded and proceeded to Japan 
direct. 
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The cabin passengers, 55, having completed the fifteen days' deten- 
tion, all being well, were discharged on July 11. 

The steerage passengers were discharged on July 12, all well, one 
remaining in hospital (childbirth). 

Eespectfully, yours, J. J. Klnyoun, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

Case of yellow fever on Spanish bark Triunfo. 

South Atlantic Quarantine Station, August 9, 1899. 
Sie : I have the honor to report the arrival at this station Sunday 
afternoon of the Spanish bark Triunfo from Caballerio via Havana to 
Brunswick and remanded thence here on account of a suspicious case 
among the 21 passengers, who are all returning to their homes in the 
Canary Islands via Brunswick. 

This case developed fever the day of arrival in Brunswick (3d instant), 
which was the fifth day from Havana. The patient died about ten 
hours after arrival here, and a necropsy done by me confirms the diag- 
nosis of yellow fever. The vessel, the effects of passengers and crew, 
and containers of the cargo (rum) have been disinfected. The vessel is 
held. 

Eespectfully, yours, Hugh S. Ccmming, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 

Case of typhus fever at Mobile. 

New Orleans, La., August 4, 1899. 

Sie : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Marine-Hospital 
Service letter of July 26, 1899 (G), relating to the case of Adolf Momm- 
sen of the Danish steamship Flandria, who died of typhus fever in the 
marine-hospital at Mobile on July 20, 1899, as reported in my letter of 
July 20. 

I arrived at Mobile hospital about 12.30 a. m. of that day and 
remained with the man until his death at 9 a. m., doing what I could 
for him. 

Health Officer Goode had described the case and given his opinion 
on the way to the hospital, and I was more than willing to find reason to 
dispute with him as to diagnosis and the restrictive measures adopted. 

I found the man with a temperature of 104°, pulse 120 to 126, weak 
and gassy, rapid respiration, semidelirium, subsultus tendinum, and a 
double mottling of the skin ; the upper flecking appeared as freckles 
over chest, trunk, and thighs, but beneath there was a mosaic mottling 
of all colors, although no color was decided. There were fine watery 
pimples over the greater portion of the abdomen. The temperature at 
noon and 6 p. m. had been over 39°. 

The freckled eruption did not disappear on pressure but the second 
larger coloration would disappear for a moment on stroking with the 
finger or pressing with the hand. The face was dusky as if the skin 
was under a layer of smoke. 

The tongue was dry, brown, and sore. The breath was very offensive. 
The mind was clouded and he could only give a few rational words at a 
time, but the dry and sore tongue prevented plain speech. 

The spleen was not notably enlarged and was very tender. At 4 a. m. 
the temperature was 186°, the pulse 140, but difficult to count on 
account of the subsultus. At 8 a. m. the coloration was deeper but did 
not become purpuric. 



